
dreamscape photography

The most in demand digital advertisement creators in the world today are combining photographed subjects with photo 
manipulated images making some of the most incredible digital advertisements that the world has ever seen. This is a 
skill that takes time, planning and practice with Photoshop. Learning this skill can also get you as an artist, designer, and 
photographer more notoriety, clients, and eventually money! Remember, with this kind of work the sky’s the limit!!!

How should you start?
Often students will want to immediately start shooting or messing around on the computer... Not the best choice. Plan! 
Go old school with pencil and paper and sketch out different ideas. You will find that the more ideas you sketch out now 
the better your final design will be. You may end up combining multiple sketches to create a single better idea or one 
idea may spawn another better idea.
Also, show your sketches and ideas to your classmates. Get their opinions and take them to heart. That doesn’t mean do 
everything every peer says, decide what you think will work best for YOUR style and make those changes. 

What Should 
I shoot?

Break your project into small pieces in order 
to figure out what you can shoot and how all 
the pieces can fit together. Don’t get bogged 
down with one idea, be creative... How can 
you make a root bulb into a floating land 
mass? Be smart about how you shoot. Is it 
easier to shoot on a clean white background 
or a busy background? This may save you a 
tone of time!



Tips
1. Keep your files/images organized.
2. If you don’t know how to do something in Photoshop don’t let that stop you! Ask for help. You can ask fellow students, 
you can ask me, you can ask uncle google...(He knows a lot!)
3. Don’t be afraid to experiment! Try things if it doesn’t work start again. Keep an original background layer so you can 
easily go back and start again.
4. Small details are very important for this project. Make sure your light matches in each different image. Make sure the 
images have a similar feel to them...etc.



What you need
1 completed photo manipulation. This 
final image should have a minimum of 3 
images on separate layers in a Photoshop 
document. You will be turning this in as a 
.psd document.             

One Last Thing
Don’t forget about your photography skills! Still think about composition rules! Camera 
angle and camera position will be crucial for this project. Be creative when shooting! Do 
NOT rely on post shoot editing to make the image creative. Use other techniques that you 
have learned such as HDR to make the photograph even better!

Lighting!
Think about the angle and hardness of the 
light in your background plate and then try 
to match this in your other images. This will 
make your manipulation more believable.         


