
By photographing a person in their natural surroundings, it is thought that you will be able to better illuminate their 
character, and therefore portray the essence of their personality, rather than merely a likeness of their physical features. 
It is also thought that by photographing a person in their natural surroundings, the subject will be more at ease, and so 
be more conducive to expressing themselves, as opposed to in a studio, which can be a rather intimidating and artificial 
experience.

Environmental Portraiture
An environmental portrait is a portrait executed in the 
subject’s usual environment, such as in their home or 
workplace, and typically illuminates the subject’s life and 
surroundings. 

Key Principle of Photography/Design
Emphasis: Sometimes called the focal point, in a composition refers to developing points of interest to pull the viewer’s 
eye to important parts of the body of the work. A photographer attempts to control the sequence in which visual events 
in the frame are observed and the amount of attention each element receives. Making an element of the photograph the 
emphasis can be done through size, color, and positioning in the frame. 

Large objects dominate smaller ones and 
warm colored objects dominate cooler pale 
colored objects. 
A centrally located object will draw more 
attention then one at the periphery. 
However the center is not the best place 
to position the most dominant element 
usually just to one side of the center is 
more effective. (Remember Golden Rule or 
Rule of Thirds)

Another method to achieve emphasis is 
through convergence of Perspective lines 
The eye tends to follow these lines to the 
point where they converge.



Key Elements of Photography

Value: 
Refers to the relative lightness or darkness of a certain area in a 
photograph. Value can be used for emphasis. Variations in value are 
used to create a focal point in a photograph. A light figure on a dark 
background will be immediately recognized as the center of attention, 
similarly for a dark figure on a mostly light background. 

Gradations of value are also used to create the illusion of depth. Areas 
of light and dark can give a three-dimensional impression, this is why 
the use of light in photography is so important to comprehend. It has 
been said that photography is the art of “painting with light”.

Space: 
Gives the photo a 3-dimensional feeling. 
(Depth)  Foreground (closest), Middle 
ground, and Background (farthest). Both the 
area, used or unused, are important parts of 
a photograph’s composition. Positive space 
is the area the subject takes up. Negative 
space is the area around, under, through and 
between.



Other Key Factors to Consider

Details in the surroundings:
It is important that the background does not dominate the subject. But, the details that 
convey the message from the surroundings can often be quite small and still significant. 
The key seems to be in the symbolism expressed by various elements in the background; 
for instance, a baseball cap may not tell you much about your subject (unless he or she is 
a baseball player), but a chef ’s hat gives you a lot more detail about who he is and what he 
does.

Surroundings/Background: 
Is a key factor in environmental portraiture, and is used to convey further information about the person being 
photographed. Where it is common in studio portraiture and even in location candid photography to shoot using a 
shallow depth of field, thereby throwing the background out of focus, the background in environmental portraiture 
is an integral part of the image. Indeed, small apertures and great depth of field are commonly used in this type of 
photography.

Tuesday: New project/planning/research
Wednesday: Critique
Thursday: Shoot
Friday: Edit

Monday: Edit
Tuesday: New Project
Wednesday: Critique

Schedule: 


